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1.1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1.1. The Proposed Scheme includes mitigation and enhancement measures (both works 

and long-term management) at Norman Road Field as mitigation for the loss of East 

and Stable Paddocks (see ES Figure 1-2, Satellite imagery of the Site Boundary 

Plan (APP-072)). At the time of preparing the DCO Application, the Applicant was 

aware that some of Norman Road Field had been used as part of the mitigation for 

development of the East Thamesmead Business Park, or Veridion Park as it is now 

known.  At this time, it was understood that the required mitigation works had been 

undertaken as required by conditions of relevant consents.  The Applicant has more 

recently understood that the original consent for Veridion Park was subject to a s.106 

agreement, requiring longer term management.  London Borough of Bexley has 

provided a signed copy of that legal agreement and it, along with other relevant 

planning history documents, is provided at Annex A, B and C.   

1.1.2. In light of this information becoming available, the Applicant has reviewed the planning 

history relevant to Norman Road Field and confirms that there is no extant mitigation 

commitment applicable to this land.  This matter is set out in some detail below and 

the Applicant has confirmed this conclusion with London Borough of Bexley. The 

Applicant remains satisfied that there is no double counting, that the baseline surveys 

are the correct starting point, and that the Proposed Scheme will result in a materially 

beneficial outcome.  How this is achieved is set out at section 1.3 of this note.  

1.2. PLANNING HISTORY RELEVANT TO NORMAN ROAD FIELD 

1.2.1. Further details of each of the planning consents referenced are set out in Table 1, at 

the end of this note. 

1.2.2. The original outline consent for the Veridion Park development, referenced 

02/03373/OUTEA (the ‘02 Consent’, approved 25 January 2005) was granted subject 

to conditions and a s.106 agreement.  Article 24 of the s.106 Agreement is titled 

Ecological Master Plan and states:   

‘The Developer covenants with the Council that prior to commencement of Phase 1 

the Developer shall adopt and implement the Ecological Master Plan and in particular 

the active management of Area 5.’  

1.2.3. The Ecological Master Plan makes specific reference to Norman Road Field (in this 

document it is called ‘Area 5’; there are four other areas also intended to provide 

mitigation for Veridion Park).   

1.2.4. The key text in the Ecological Master Plan relevant to works required to be undertaken 

in Norman Road Field are:   

1.2.5. Table 4.1, BAP Habitats targeted within this Masterplan, under Grazing Marsh:   

‘The dry grassland in Area 5 represents degraded grazing marsh. The management of 

this area will be aimed at restoring the dry grassland to grazing marsh in favourable 
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condition. This habitat will be particularly important for ground-nesting birds such as 

yellow wagtail and meadow pipit as well as grazing marsh plants and invertebrates.’  

1.2.6. Section 5, Proposed Habitat Creation and Enhancement, page 7-27, fourth 

paragraph:  

‘The Ecological Masterplan will be implemented through a series of Management 

Plans which will provided detailed prescriptions and specifications for habitat creation 

and management of the habitat in the long-term. The Management Plans will be 

written to cover a ten-year period.  The Management Plans will also include 

requirements for annual monitoring so that the condition of the habitat can be recorded 

and adjustments made to the management regime accordingly … ‘  

1.2.7. Section 5.3, Grazing marsh grassland, page 7-29, first paragraph:  

‘Grassland in the northern triangle (Area 5) currently constitutes dry neutral grassland 

characteristic of degraded grazing marsh. The area was surveyed 10 years ago and it 

is evident that the quality of the grazing marsh grassland has declined dramatically 

over this period. Consequently, enhancement of this area will focus on implementing a 

management regime suitable for grazing marshes. All management of grassland will 

be undertaken in consultation with the warden of the Thames Water nature reserve 

located to the west and north of the northern triangle.  It is possible that the northern 

triangle could be incorporated into and managed as part of the nature reserve in 

conjunction with the payment of an annual sum of money.’  

1.2.8. Applications 07/08166/FULM (approved 12 October 2007) and 08/01834/FUL 

(approved 20 March 2008) grant planning permission for the ecological works required 

at Norman Road Field as part of the Veridion Park mitigation.  The latter consent 

simply amends the former, such that a buffer distance off a ditch no longer applies.  

1.2.9. Dated 4 June 2009, a letter from London Borough of Bexley (the LBB 2009 Letter) 

confirms that the permission granted under reference 08/01834/FUL contains full 

details and the details as required by conditions, such that it is this consent that would 

be implemented should the works be undertaken.   

1.2.10. The description of development for both consents, and as confirmed in the Committee 

Report for the 07/08166/FULM application describes both that: a small part of the 

Norman Road Field is intended to be enhanced (just 1.31ha, corrected to 1.32 in the 

LBB 2009 Letter); and that the raised mound (the spoil resulting from the scrapes) will 

mean the loss of grazing marsh, a priority habitat.   

1.2.11. Condition 11 of both these consents seeks submission and approval of a management 

strategy by grazing.  There are no details for this condition available on London 

Borough of Bexley’s planning portal; albeit the land has been managed through 

grazing.  Further, the LBB 2009 Letter confirms (twice) that details required by 

condition have been approved.   
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1.2.12. A second outline consent for the Veridion Park development, referenced 

10/00063/OUTEA (approved 30 March 2012, the ‘10 Consent’) granted an extension 

to the period of time for implementation of the 02 Consent.  This was also approved 

subject to a s.106 agreement, which is not available on the London Borough of 

Bexley’s planning portal.    

1.2.13. Condition 18 of the 10 Consent requires submission of an Ecological Enhancement 

and Protection Scheme, to be substantially in accordance with the Ecological Master 

Plan.  The Ecological Enhancement and Protection Scheme, dated August 2013, 

confirms that it does not address ‘elements of the overall habitat creation measures at 

Veridion Park that have already been delivered, such as … the grazing marsh 

restoration of Area 5 at Norman Road.’    

1.2.14. It is not clear whether the 10 Consent has been implemented or not.  However, the 

only matter relevant to Norman Road Field is that it includes documents that confirm 

the works required in that area have already been completed.   

1.2.15. It is clear that the 02 Consent included a commitment to undertake habitat 

enhancement works at Norman Road Field (Area 5) as part of a wider package of 

measures; with most works located at the Veridion Park development site, a separate 

location to the south.  The s.106 agreement accompanying the 02 Consent requires 

the implementation of the Ecological Master Plan and particularly the active 

management of Norman Road Field, for a period of ten years. This has been 

undertaken, and the required management period has now ended.    

1.2.16. Planning permission 08/01834/FUL is confirmed, through the LBB 2009 Letter, to 

include all the necessary details relevant to the required habitat enhancement 

works.  The Ecological Enhancement and Protection Scheme submitted for the 10 

Consent (dated August 2013) confirms that those works ‘have already been delivered’ 

and so are not progressed within that document. The required mitigation works at 

Norman Road Field therefore must have been completed at some point between 4 

June 2009 and 1 August 2013. Norman Road Field has been managed by grazing and 

continues to be so.   

1.2.17. The works required to be undertaken at Area 5 applied only to a small part (less than 

1.5ha) of Norman Road Field (extending over a total area of some 8ha) and 

themselves are acknowledged to adversely affect the grazing marsh habitat.     

1.2.18. Recognising that the works at Norman Road Field were undertaken by 1 August 2013 

(at the latest) and that the management commitment is for ten years; at the very latest 

this commitment would have ended in August 2023, albeit probably sooner.  There is 

no extant mitigation commitment at Norman Road Field.  

1.2.19. The Proposed Scheme is the next chapter for this area of land, presenting mitigation 

and enhancement measures that will, appropriately, improve habitat quality, 

connectivity and access delivering local policy biodiversity and open space priorities.   
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1.3. HOW THE PROPOSED SCHEME WILL DELIVER ECOLOGICAL 

BENEFIT 

1.3.1. Norman Road Field falls outside the Crossness Local Nature Reserve and 

consequently is not covered by the current management plan (2016 to 2020).  Whilst 

Norman Road Field is grazed by horses, it is not currently actively managed towards 

nature conservation goals. It comprises Floodplain Grazing Marsh that suffers from a 

low water table that limits its ecological value and will retain this habitat in poor 

condition.  

1.3.2. Through the Proposed Scheme, the primary intervention to improve the ecological 

value of this habitat will be improvements to ground water level, as proposed in the 

Outline LaBARDs (as updated alongside this submission) in response to the 

Biodiversity Net Gain Report (Environmental Statement, Appendix 7-1; APP-

088). Raising the water table will restore the wet character of the soils throughout the 

year and consequently the ecological character of this habitat. The Outline LaBARDS 

will enable the delivery of: 

 a cutting regime which promotes botanical diversity, with a focus on restoring a 

grass and forb community characteristic of grazing marshes - this will augment the 

grazing currently undertaken by horses; 

 the management of grazing such that it improves botanical diversity and reduce 

creation of bare ground to reduce its overall area within Norman Road Field; 

 the management of invasive and undesirable botanical species; and  

 installation of new ditch habitat to buffer changes in water level, and enhancement 

of existing ditches to improve their condition by promoting botanical diversity. 

1.3.3. The West Paddock does fall within the Crossness Local Nature Reserve and 

consequently would be managed in a similar fashion as it is managed under the 

current management plan; it receives active management towards the nature 

conservation goals of that plan.  

1.3.4. However, the Crossness Nature Reserve management plan (2016-2020), which has 

been developed pursuant to Thames Water’s section 106 obligations for the sludge 

incinerator (see Appendix A to the Statement of Reasons) acknowledges the low level 

of the water table to be a limiting factor in terms of the condition of grazing marsh 

habitats within the Reserve, including the West Paddock, albeit proposing no actions 

to resolve this situation and improve the condition of the grazing marsh.  

1.3.5. Improvements to ground water level, as proposed in the Outline LaBARDs (as 

updated alongside this submission) in response to the Proposed Scheme’s 

Biodiversity Net Gain Report (Environmental Statement, Appendix 7-1; APP-088) 

would resolve this issue and raise the ecological value of this area of the Crossness 

Local Nature Reserve above what is currently possible under the existing 

management plan.  
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1.3.6. Overall, the Applicant’s proposed package of enhancements will complement and 

support the objectives of the existing Crossness Local Nature Reserve management 

plan, which includes an aim of raising water levels on site to improve habitat condition, 

acknowledging that this is a long-standing issue for the Reserve’s habitats. Further 

enhancements will benefit the wider reserve (including in the West Paddock) by 

enacting management that will support actions currently undertaken by Thames Water 

to maintain and enhance its ecological value. Overall, despite the loss of the East 

Paddock, the remaining nature reserve habitats will see the benefit of enhancements 

and a commitment to long term management that is currently lacking.
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Table 1 Planning History relevant to Norman Road Field  

02/03373/OUTEA 

Description of development  Outline application for the construction of a B1/B8 business park in 3 phases including 

landscape and ecological works and details of reserved matters of design, external appearance 

and siting for Phase 1. 

Committee 13 January 2005 Item 9(1)(a) 

Approved  25 January 2005 With conditions and s.106 

S.106, LBB, Tilfen Land Ltd 

and Gallions Housing 

Association Ltd  

24 January 2005 

Article 2.6 “Area 5” means the area within the Site so identified in the 

Ecological Master Plan. 

  

 

 

  

  Article 2.14 “Ecological Master Plan” means the document entitled Ecological 

Master Plan East Thamesmead Business Park Version 2 

September 2002 as submitted with the Application. 

  Article 2.25 “Phase 1” means the first phase of the Development details of 

which have been submitted to the Council and which include 

buildings 1000 … the active management of Area 5 in the 

Ecological Master Plan; … 

  Article 24 The Developer covenants with the Council that prior to 

commencement of Phase 1 the Developer shall adopt and 
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implement the Ecological Master Plan and in particular the active 

management of Area 5. 

Ecological Master Plan  Table 4.1, BAP Habitats 

targeted within this 

Masterplan  

Grazing Marsh 

‘The dry grassland in Area 5 represents degraded grazing marsh. 

The management of this area will be aimed at restoring the dry 

grassland to grazing marsh in favourable condition. This habitat will 

be particularly important for ground-nesting birds such as yellow 

wagtail and meadow pipit as well as grazing marsh plants and 

invertebrates. 

  Section 5, Proposed 

Habitat Creation and 

Enhancement 

 Page 7-27, fourth 

paragraph 

The Ecological Masterplan will be implemented through a series of 

Management Plans which will provided detailed prescriptions and 

specifications for habitat creation and management of the habitat in 

the long-term. The Management Plans will be written to cover a ten-

year period.  The Management Plans will also include requirements 

for annual monitoring so that the condition of the habitat can be 

recorded and adjustments made to the management regime 

accordingly …  

  Section 5.3, Grazing 

marsh grassland  

Page 7-29, first 

paragraph 

Grassland in the northern triangle (Area 5) currently constitutes dry 

neutral grassland characteristic of degraded grazing marsh. The 

area was surveyed 10 years ago and it is evident that the quality of 

the grazing marsh grassland has declined dramatically over this 

period. Consequently, enhancement of this area will focus on 

implementing a management regime suitable for grazing marshes. 

All management of grassland will be undertaken in consultation 

with the warden of the Thames Water nature reserve located to the 

west and north of the northern triangle.  It is possible that the 

northern triangle could be incorporated into and managed as part of 
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the nature reserve in conjunction with the payment of an annual 

sum of money. 

  

07/08166/FULM 

Description of development  Creation of a seasonal wetland on 0.47 hectare of the site and the remaining 0.84 hectare 

converted to a species rich neutral grassland. 

Committee 11 October 2007 Item 6(10)(d) 

Extracts from Committee 

Report  

Under title ‘PROPOSAL’ 

‘… The application is supported by a Planning Statement and copies of the East Thamesmead 

Business Park – Ecological Masterplan and East Thames Business Park – Ecological 

Management Plan and a document entitled Viridion Business Park – ‘Detailed methodology of 

the creation of a wetland and surrounding grassland at Norman Road (Area 5). 

 When planning permission was granted for the development of the Eastern Thamesmead 

Industrial Estate extension land for a business park included within the conditions and legal 

agreement was the requirement to undertake various ecological enhancements. The ecological 

masterplan associated with the development identified an area referred to as Area 5 which was 

an area of land owned by Tilfen in the area of the Horse Head Dyke. This planning application 

seeks consent for the engineering works associated with the detailed working up of the 

ecological enhancements outlined in the masterplan and compensation measures related to 

that development proposal. 

The proposed works are divided into various activities: 

Earthworks 

The eastern ditch will be re-profiled and the northern part of the site will be re-profiled and a 

scrape taken to lower its level by c 200mm below the invert level of the existing outfall at the 
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southern end. This will be an area of some 0.47 hectare which will be seasonally inundated. 

Side slopes will be graded to provide access for grazing animals.  

 A further area some 0.84 hectares will be excavated to a depth of 200mm below existing 

ground level to remove top soil the exposed sub soil will be prepared and planted. This may on 

occasion seasonally inundate. 

The excavated soil will be recycled to create a shallow raised area at the north end of the site 

this will be graded shallowly to the existing improved ditch and to a new ditch to the south of the 

raised area which will be connected to the eastern ditch. The eastern ditch will be re-graded 

and cleared of debris and silt to improve flow. 

 Planting  

Some limited planting of marsh plants will be undertaken in order to improve colonisation. 

Planting would be concentrated in a few areas an once established root pieces would be dug 

from these area and used for any new planting. This will restore typical Thames Estuary grazing 

marsh grassland community on the site.  

 The 0.84 hectares of stripped ground and the mound will be prepared and sown with a species-

rich wild flower mix. 

 New Ditches  

The eastern ditch adjacent to the old power station will be re-graded and a new ditch will be 

created with profiles generally similar to those set out in the Ecological Management Plan.’  

  

Under title ‘ASSESSMENT’ 

‘The main issue of objection from the NEFG relates to the area of land that is to be raised which 

will become too dry to be grazing marsh and therefore they argue would be lost as priority 

habitat. However this is a small portion of the land which is not being permanently ‘lost’ to 

development. The land remains ‘open’ albeit that the area is increased in height by some 1m 

across its area. This is a small proportion of the site overall and significant benefits are being 
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achieved across the remainder of the site. The alternative to raising a small area of land on the 

site would be to transport the excavated material off the site with the consequent vehicle 

movements and potential concerns related to the sustainability of such a move. It has been 

suggested that this soil could be utilized on the adjacent RRRL however there has been no 

agreement of such an arrangement and this could still be an outcome as it is not precluded by 

the grant of this consent. 

On balance it is concluded that the nature of the adverse impact is not so severe as to weigh 

against the positive contribution the proposed development would make to biodiversity in the 

locality.’  

Approved  12 October 2007 With conditions  

  Condition 11 No development approved by this permission shall be commenced 

until details of the management of the grazing of the site shall be 

submitted to an approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. 

The stocking levels and grazing regime shall only be carried out in 

accordance with the agreed management strategy. 

08/01834/FUL  

Description of development  Proposal under Section 73 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 to undertake the 

creation of a seasonal wetland on 0.47 hectare of the site and the remaining 0.84 hectare 

converted to a species rich neutral grassland approved under reference 07/08166/FULM dated 

12/10/2007 without compliance with condition 9 which provides a Buffer Zone 5 metres wide 

alongside the new wetland. 

Approved  20 March 2008 With conditions as per 07/01866/FULM 
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London Borough of Bexley Letter, dated 4 June 2009 and referencing both 07/01866/FULM and 08/01834/FUL 

Extracts from LBB 2009 Letter  Letter acknowledges receipt of letters dated 11 March 2009 and 29 May 2009 that is 

accompanied by plan D109762 rev A, Ecological Works and Boundaries.  

Letter confirms that: 

‘The second permission, 08/134/FUL, granted a full consent for the works and there has been 

an exchange of correspondence discharging the requirements for the submission and approval 

of details under various conditions.  It would therefore be this permission that would give 

consent for the works should they be carried out.’ 

The Letter addresses three anomalies that have come to light.  

Minor differences between the identified site areas on the different plans and details of the 

ditch.  Letter confirms that the ditch was included in the proposed works, was considered by 

LBB and that the application details, and later submitted details to discharge relevant 

conditions, have been approved.  

That the ‘site area in the documents appears to have been inadvertently transposed, in that the 

documents (and the subsequent permission) refer to the ‘Species rich neutral grassland’ as 

having an area of 0.84ha when it should have been 0.53ha and the ‘Seasonal wetland’ as 

having an area of 0.47 ha when it should have been 0.79 ha. It is noted that the location and 

areas identified on the scaled plans are correct, but the stated dimensions in the documentation 

are incorrect. The total site area of the works is comparable, 1.32 ha for both areas as 

compared to 1.31 ha, and therefore the area of land affected by the works would not be 

significantly greater albeit that this would be in different proportions. The error played down the 

extent of the area that would be provided as seasonal wetland which in the context of the 

marshes is the more valuable habitat. The nature, location and extent of the areas was 

identified on the plans and these were available to consultees when their views were sought.  

Finally in relation to the second point the 1.3ha reference in the description of development 

relates to the extent of the area where the actual works to create the seasonal wetland and the 

species rich grassland would take place. The site location plan delineates a much greater area 
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over which Tilfen have control and which included other compensatory works including the 

ditch. This wider area within the red line amounts to circa 8ha. Again the scaled plans 

identifying the extent of the site area were available for consultees and any interested parties to 

view and fully detailed and explained the works to be carried out.’ 

The Letter confirms that LBB does not consider these anomalies to go to the heart of the 

permission and that the proposed works were plainly understood by all relevant parties. ‘Whilst 

there are ambiguities in the details these are not such that would invalidate the permission and 

the implementation of the consent (as explained and clarified above) in accordance with the 

details submitted with the application and the approval of the information submitted pursuant to 

the conditions would not result in a material variation of the planning consent and thereby a 

breach of planning control.’ 

10/00063/OUTEA 

Description of development  Outline application for the construction of a B1/B8 business park in 3 phases including 

landscape and ecological works and details of reserved matters of design, external appearance 

and siting for Phase 1. (Application for an extension of the time limit for implementation on the 

previously approved planning reference 02/03373/OUTEA dated 25.1.2005). 

Committee 23 February 2012 Item 6(1)(a) 

Approved  30 March 2012 With conditions and s.106 

S.106  Not available for further 

detail  

  

Ecological Enhancement and 

Protection Scheme  

13 August 2013 

Section 1.1  ‘Care has been taken to ensure that this Ecological Scheme is in 

complete alignment with the Environmental Statement (2010) and 

Ecological Masterplan (July 2002). A brief summary of the 

ecological context is provided at the start of each section of this 

document. It should be noted that this document does not cover 
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elements of the overall habitat creation measures at Veridion Park 

that have already been delivered, such as the newly created and 

optimise Alders Dyke, the Phase 1 Extension to the Great Breach 

Dyke, extensive tree planting in the southern parts of the woodland 

and the grazing marsh restoration of Area 5 at Norman Road.’ 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Ecological Context 

Care has been taken to ensure that this Ecological Scheme is in complete alignment with the 
Environmental Statement (2010) and Ecological Masterplan (July 2002). A brief summary of 
the ecological context is provided at the start of each section of this document.  It should be 
noted that this document does not cover elements of the overall habitat creation measures at 
Veridion Park that have already been delivered, such as the newly created and optimised 
Alders Dyke, the Phase 1 Extension to the Great Breach Dyke, extensive tree planting in the 
southern parts of the woodland and the grazing marsh restoration of Area 5 at Norman Road. 

Habitat creation and enhancement proposals for the woodland and the Business Park site 
target habitats and species that have been identified within the Bexley1 and London 
Biodiversity Action Plans (BAPs) and which are typical of the Thamesmead area.  As well as 
contributing to the Bexley and London BAP targets it is considered that these habitats will be 
the most successful in terms of long-term establishment on the site, and will require a level of 
management and maintenance which can be met realistically. The woodland is designated as 
part of a Grade 2 Site of Borough Importance under the name “Southmere Park, reference Bx. 
BII2”. Cross Dyke and Alder’s Dyke are both included within the Erith Marshes Site of 
Metropolitan Importance (SMI) and have substantial protected buffer zones to preserve the 
integrity of their designation and function. 

Relevant habitats and species that have Biodiversity Action Plans at either the London or 
Bexley level or are featured within the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (2006) 
list for England (NERC Act section 41) are summarised in Tables 1 and 2 below. 

 
Table 1.  Biodiversity Action Plan Habitats targeted within this Ecological Scheme 

BAP Habitat Action Plan Summary of Habitat  

National/ 
Bexley 

Lowland mixed deciduous 
woodland 

Wet Woodland 

Includes patches of scrub of above 0.25 ha which 
forms a continuous canopy. 

National/ 
Bexley 

Rivers/Ponds Includes ditches with open water and covers the 
open water zone with submerged and floating 
vegetation and water fringe vegetation. 

National Lowland Meadows Includes all semi-improved and unimproved 
grassland occurring on circum-neutral soils, even if 
not managed as a ‘meadow’.  

National/ 
Bexley 

Grazing Marsh Erith Marshes are among the few remaining 
fragments of the grazing marshes which once 
flanked the River Thames. These seasonally-
flooded pastures support a strong population of 
the threatened water vole, as well as a great 
diversity of birds and invertebrates.  

National/ 
Bexley 

Reedbeds Reed beds are a very important wildlife habitat. 
Numerous birds and invertebrates rely on reed 
beds, and they also support populations of the rare 
water vole. 

                                                      
1 Bexley Biodiversity Action Plan 2010 – 2015 Adopted June 2011 
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Table 2. Biodiversity Action Plan Species targeted within this Ecological Scheme 

   BAP Species Action Plan Summary of Species Status 

London 
and Bexley 

Stag beetle (Lucanus 
cervus) 

A species reliant on dead wood to complete its life 
cycle. London is nationally significant for the 
populations it supports (approximately 30% of the 
1998 national records were from the capital).  
Nationally, stag beetle distribution has significantly 
contracted in recent years.   

London, 
Bexley and 
National 

Water vole (Arvicola 
terrestris) 

A species reliant on the presence of healthy 
waterside habitats and their associated plant 
communities. The water vole is the most rapidly 
declining mammal in Britain.  

National Bullfinch  (Pyrrhula 
pyrrhula) 

A species closely associated with scrub habitats 
that has seen a national decline through the 
Common Bird Census Monitoring. On the Red list 
of Birds of Conservation Concern (RSPB et al 
1996). 

National  Song thrush (Turdus 
philomelos) 

A species, closely associated with scrub habitats, 
that has seen a national decline through the 
Common Bird Census Monitoring (it has more than 
halved in numbers over the past 25 years). On the 
Red list of Birds of Conservation Concern (RSPB 
et al 1996). 

National Reed Bunting (Emberiza 
schoeniclus) 

A species typically associated with reedbeds 
which also occurs along ditches and overgrown 
hedgerows. The population has declined by over 
50% from its mid-1970s level. On the Red list of 
Birds of Conservation Concern (RSPB et al 1996). 

1.2 Purpose and Scope of the Ecological Enhancement and Protection Scheme 

The purpose of this Ecological Enhancement and Protection Scheme is to translate the 
mitigation and habitat enhancement outlined in the Ecological Masterplan (July 2002) into a 
detailed scheme intended to discharge the following planning condition associated with the 
development: 

• Condition 18: No development within a phase approved by this permission shall be 
commenced until a detailed scheme to protect and enhance the ecological value of that 
phase has been approved by the Local Planning Authority and no building within a phase 
shall be occupied until the approved scheme for that phase has been implemented. Any 
scheme or detailed prepared and submitted pursuant to this condition shall be consistent 
with the mitigation measures described in the Environmental Statement and Ecological 
Masterplan and will not be approved if it may have effects significantly different to those 
considered in the Environmental Statement. 

It is considered that the Ecological Enhancement and Protection Scheme is inseparable from 
the Ditch Network Enhancement Strategy and therefore the details provided in the Ditch 
Network Enhancement Strategy to discharge Conditions 15 and 17 of the planning permission 
are reproduced in an Appendix to this document for ease of reference and summarized within 
the main body of this document. 
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Account has also been taken of all other conditions, particularly Conditions 13 (Surface Water 
Drainage Scheme) and 19 (Buffer Zones to Cross Dyke and Alders Dyke), in order to achieve 
an integrated approach between ecological mitigation and other issues such as drainage. 
Descriptions of tree/hedgerow planting and margin of species-rich neutral grassland around 
the phase development windows are provided in the Landscape Management Plan produced 
for this development by Terra Firma. Since landscape management and management of 
ecological features are not truly divisible, the Landscape Management Plan also covers the 
management requirements pertaining to the ecological habitats on site, following advice of 
URS ecologists. Those management requirements are reproduced in the relevant sections of 
this document however, for ease of reference. 

This Ecological Scheme is structured such that each section relates to a particular part of the 
habitat creation work required for Phases 2 and 3 of the development and provides details of 
the measures to be implemented, how they will be implemented, and when they will be 
implemented.  
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